Sermon 28th June.2020

)

Matt 10 :40-42 “A Cup of Water given in my name’
71 was ojj(end'eaf at an article in Satura[ay’s free press
written Ey a ‘Mennonite guwy called Carl Degurse. He
was asﬁing for governments to ﬁﬁ restrictions and
give Churches freeafom to gatﬁer without Jouﬁfic health
restrictions! He went on to say “Faith institutions
have (i’myeaf tﬁrougﬁ the last 3 mths”.

7 wanted to Jaoint him to a certain little church
know that has had a fu[f quorum at Zoom board

meetings; it has set up 3 very ambitious task forces to



[ookout how it can improve or build on what it has
now and will take into the churches future .

This little church has met every Sumfay (1 know not
ideal but consistentfy,) on Zoom, has called it’s
members regufarfy; sent notes to SS kids and sent
each SS child a gzﬁ yacﬁage of ﬁm stujj(; had zoom
youtﬁ group and a great youtﬁ wind up; meals have
been sent to some fami[ies with illness; fooaf collected
for 2 ,not one , church based ministries, and that fs
just the congregation, not the Joaiaf accountable smjj(
I(But tﬁey too have been afoing their Jaart)

NONE of this is ideal and yes it sucks, BUT it is

rea[ity and notﬁing, even a yanafemie is going to stop



this little church from “?—(ayyening’i T am Jarouaf to be
part of that same little church. Proud also that we
Ee[ong to an organization that has set guiafe[ines to
Eee]o its members safe.

Do we miss Eeing able to gatﬁer, you bet we do, but
unlike Mr Carl @egurse 7 trust that this little church
s not [imying, we are Jomying, afoing, and tmsting
that a new normal migﬁt emerge and we will rise to
the occasion of whatever that new normal is!

Now 1 have got that ojj( my chest , yerﬁays 7 should
stop wm’ting this message and write a wee note to the

free Jaress.' But as this is the last Sumfay we will meet



[ike this for 5 weeks ! So 1 think 1 should share what
God has laid on my heart.

In ‘Matt’s gosye[ cﬁa]oter 10 [Jesus fis instructing his
di’sciy[es on how tﬁey are to carry on his work. He
gave them autﬁom’ty to heal to teach Eee]o in mind
most of these di’sciy[es, soon to be ayost[es for Christ
were un-educated, most of them were orafinary Jaecyo['e
[ike you and me, trying to foffow their master.

Q\/layﬁe some of them had never Jamyea[ out loud (1
know some of you don’t [ike to pray outlaid but believe
me , we are exyectecf to be able to pray for one another
and sem’ousfy you have all heard me more than once

stumble over my words!)] bet the di’sciy[es had never



heard themselves give a ﬁeaﬁng command , 1 wonder
1f tﬁey were term’ﬁ’eaf?

In verse 42 ‘Jesus is rea[fy m[ﬁing about ﬁosyim['ity.
Let me tell you a story , 7 think 9 told you once Eefore
, but it is an incredible story of God’s grace and the
E[éssing of a cup of water ojj(ereaf in Christ’s name .
The story is about a farge Toronto church built to
seat 1000 Jaecyo['e, but tﬁey were [ucﬁy 1f it saw 50 on a
Sumfay and tﬁey were down to their last 2,000 bucks
in the bank.! A core group of faitﬁfu[s’ and the
minister worked tire[essfy to ﬁ’ff the pews, because

aﬁer all isn’t that what church is about? Or at least



that is what some ministers and congregations think
mim’stry is all about!!

The minister of this church had quite a story one
that rea[fy demonstrates toafays text. she had grown
up ina afysfunctiona[ household, [eﬁ home, been on
the streets at 1 5years old. She of course was a stereo
ty]oica[ street kid | oﬁen ‘owned Ey someone else’ afoing
unsavoury tﬁings, for money, or booze, or money to
feeaf her afmg habit; she was not onfy a afmg user and
afmg tmjj(icﬁer, she used to smugg[é LSD into Canada
in hollowed out bibles from Caﬁfomia. She said she
never read the bible till later on when her [ife became

unmanageaﬁ[é anaf tﬁat was Wﬁen sﬁefomwf gOd‘



That is the Coles note’s version of her story, but fast
forwaraf toa ﬁuge yersona[ tmgeafy ,aﬁer which
somehow she founaf ﬁerseﬁf in tﬁeo(ogy school.

Her association with the United church had been
[imited, to just two encounters, afum’ng her street afays.
One, she was given a meal Ey a church fooaf kitchen
and another encounter gave her groceries and both
times she received kind non juafgementa[ words which
she never forgot.

When her Eig city church was about to close its doors

she and her faitﬁfu[ few, decided to blow all 2000
bucks [eﬁ in the Eudget and feeaf the “poor with a

Eancluet.



T rinity St Paul is still feeafing the poor and still a
tﬁm’ving Eusy church worﬁing for Justice.

The minister says what she believes tﬁey did was to
step aside.... move out of the way and let the CF(ofy
Spirit take over.... become a “Missional church’ not a

CﬁM?’Cﬁ run on someone’s 680 anafneeafforyower.’

It is so easy isn’t it to close our hearts and minds to
new ideas or to throw out the [ine “We tried that” or
the other famous [ine“We have afways done it this

l”

Way

7 believe we are oyening our hearts and minds to

examine where we have been and where we migﬁt go .'
Sometimes we migﬁt forget the story of our faitﬁ, the
story that tells us “God has gone Eefore us”.... even in



this strange Joface we ﬁ’naf ourselves in with Covid 19;
a Jaface we have never been Eefore yet the church has
had many other , situations in its ﬁistory worse than
the one we ﬁ’naf ourselves in !

The message of our goaf tells us not to be afmiaf, for
goaf is love, and love is stronger than fear, even
stronger than death.

When we practice the Jesus way of ﬁosyimﬁ’ty we may
discover like Abraham and Sarah who welcomed three
strangers, when in fact tﬁey had fust welcomed God.
Just [ike ojj(ering a cup of cold water to a tﬁirsty
child. What was it Jesus says “In as much....... you do
it onto me!”

In that sim]o[é act of cam’ng we are cluencﬁing the
thirst of Christ who fongs to be central in our [ives.....
And so it will be in the [ife of that same little church 1
syoﬁe of at the Eeginning.Cﬁrist is Waiting for our

actions to honour his sim]o[é yet Jorcfomwf message

love and service.



This is how we will increase our mark in the
community , this is how we will be blessed .

‘Amen.



